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11th Edition

Part 2: MUTCD Key Updates
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PART 1: PENNDOT GUIDANCE

Part 1: PennDOT Adoption of the 
MUTCD 11th Edition



67 Pa Code §212.2 Adoption of Federal 
Standards
(a) General provisions.

“…Department hereby adopts the MUTCD, as published 
by the Federal Highway Administration. The MUTCD is 
adopted in its totality except where this chapter clearly 
indicates that it is not being adopted, or that additional 
warrants or criteria are being provided.”

PART 1: PA SUPPLEMENT TO MUTCD



Dec. 18, 2023:  FHWA Notice

Jan. 6, 2024:  Initial PA Bulletin – PA Adoption Pending

Jan. 18, 2024:  FHWA Final Rule – MUTCD Published

Jan 17, 2026: Final PA Bulletin – PA Adoption Effective

Jan. 2028, 2032… MUTCD v12, v13 to be issued

PART 1: PA MUTCD ADOPTION

https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol56/56-3/89.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol56/56-3/89.html
https://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pabull?file=/secure/pabulletin/data/vol56/56-3/89.html


PART 1: ACCESS MUTCD

MUTCD.FHWA.GOV 

Old and New Versions

Amendment History

Links, such as Sign Standards

Experimentations

https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/


Traffic Signal Portal via PennDOT.PA.GOV

https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/index.html

PART 1: ACCESS PENNDOT PUBS

https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/index.html
https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/PUBS.html


PART 1: PA MUTCD SUPPLEMENT

PennDOT Publication 212
Official Traffic Control Devices

Main body echoes 67 Pa. Code §212

Appendix is PA policy



PART 1: PA TRAFFIC PUBLICATIONS
13  Design Manual Part 2, Contextual Roadway Design
35  Approved Construction Materials 
46  Traffic Engineering Manual
72  Roadway Construction Standards 
111  Signing and Pavement Marking Standards 
148M Traffic Signal Standard Drawings 
149M Traffic Signal Design Handbook
191  Traffic Signal Maintenance Manual 
(Continued)



PART 1: PA TRAFFIC PUBLICATIONS
(Continued)
212  Official Traffic Control Devices 
213  Work Zone Traffic Control Guidelines 
236  PA Handbook of Approved Signs 
282  Highway Occupancy Permits Manual 
408  Highway Specifications 
638  Highway Safety Program Guide 
850-855 TSMO Guidebook series 
200  Changeable Message Sign (CMS) Operating Standards 



PART 1: KEY PUBLICATION UPDATES
Pub. 46 Traffic Engineering Manual

• First major update since 2012

Pub. 111 Signing and Pavement Marking Standards
• Over 50 additions, deletions or consequential changes

Pub. 236 PA Handbook of Approved Signs 
• Over 300 additions, deletions or consequential changes



PART 1: ACCESS PENNDOT FORMS

Traffic Signal Portal via PennDOT.PA.GOV

https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/TE.html
https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/TE.html
https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/TE.html
https://docs.penndot.pa.gov/Public/Bureaus/BOO/TSPortal/TE.html


PART 2: KEY UPDATES

Part 2: MUTCD Key Updates



PART 2: KEY UPDATES

Key Updates:

• Compliance Dates
• Traffic Signs

• Stop Signs
• Speed Limits
• Curve Warning Signs

• Pavement Markings



PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES 

Sign at Obstruction 
Required
(W12-2)

Sign on Structure 
Recommended

(W12-2A)

Advance Sign with 
Distance Plaque 

Required
(W12-2)



Stop Signs (Section 2B.04-18)
• Reorganized — but provisions are generally the same
• Warrants and placement the same

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Speed Limits (Section 2B.21)
• New provisions apply to non-statutory speed limits only
• Emphasizes importance of the roadway context, type, and function
• Added a broad range of factors to consider
• Use of 85th percentile speed is not required, especially in 

urban context

PART 2: KEY UPDATES

PennDOT is 
developing a 
speed limit 

policy



Curve Warning Signs (Sections 2C.05-07)
• Changes to the requirements for horizontal alignment signs
• Changes to selection of devices

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Curve Warning Signs (Section 2C.06)

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Warning Signs (Section 2C.04)
• Increases distance for advance placement of warning signs for a 

stop condition 

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES

Advance 
placement 
distance



• Originally an update for the 2009 MUTCD
• Included in the 2023 MUTCD
• Compliance date of September 6th, 2026

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Pavement Marking Retroreflectivity
• Applies to roads with posted speed limits of 35 MPH and greater
• Exceptions:

• Where roadway illumination is provided
• Roads with less than 6,000 vehicles per day
• Curb markings, parking space markings, symbols/legends 

crosswalks and other transverse markings excluded

PART 2: KEY UPDATES

Most local 
roads are 
excluded



Longitudinal Lines 
• Center lines, edge lines, lane lines
• Width and colors are the same

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Crosswalks
• Significant updates and modifications
• Complete new Chapter 3C
• General emphasis in new MUTCD on vulnerable road user safety
• Study requirements clarified

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES

Street art not 
compliant



Colored Pavement Markings
• Formally adopts green (bikes), red (buses), and purple lanes (toll 

lanes)

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Channelization Devices used for Emphasis
• New Chapter 3I
• Cones, tubular markers, vertical panels, lane separators, drums 

and barricades may be used to supplement pavement markings
• Many innovative applications

PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES



PART 2: KEY UPDATES



Practical Steps for YOU:
1. Familiarize yourself with the 2023 MUTCD
2. Update your standard details and specifications
3. Use PennDOT LTAP resources

SUMMARY

LTAP classes 
listed on 
website



• Compliance dates for:
• Weight Limit signs,
• Low Clearance signs (W12-2)
• Low Clearance on structure signs (W12-2a/b)

• Other existing, compliant traffic control devices do not need modified
• For new traffic control devices, follow 2023 MUTCD and PennDOT Pubs.

SUMMARY



• Traffic studies are still critical
• Decisions to install a traffic control device should be based on a 

study
• Studies REQUIRED for most Regulatory signs

• Study-Ordinance-Sign (SOS)
• Use PennDOT TE Forms

SUMMARY



CONTACT LTAP
Address : Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
                 Bureau of Planning and  Research
   400 North Street, 6th Floor
  Harrisburg, PA 17120

Website:  https://gis.penndot.pa.gov/ltap/

Phone:  1-800-FOR-LTAP
 
Fax:  717-783-9152

Email:  ltap@pa.gov

Copyright © 2026 by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  All rights reserved.

https://gis.penndot.pa.gov/ltap/
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